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“
MARCH 27, 2023

STATISTICS CANADA

Canada's population grew 

faster last year than it has at 

any time since the 1950s…

over the past 12 months ( jan. to dec.) we 

welcomed 471,771 immigrants…
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“
NOVEMBER 1, 2023

Immigration Minister Marc Miller 

tabled new targets for the next three 

years in Parliament, which call for the 

number of new permanent residents to 

hold steady at 500,000 in 2026

MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION, MARK MILLER
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“
MARCH 27, 2023

STATISTICS CANADA

Canada's population grew 

faster last year than it has at 

any time since the 1950s…

over the past 12 months ( jan. to dec.) we 

welcomed 471,771 immigrants…

…AND we also welcomed 804,901 

net non-permanent residents…
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“
AUGUST 22, 2023

The reality is we’ve got temporary 

immigration programs that were never 

designed to see such explosive growth 

in such a short period of time…

MINISTER OF HOUSING, SEAN FRASER
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“
JANUARY 22, 2024

Immigration Minister Marc Miller is 

announcing a two-year cap on 

international student admissions

MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION, MARK MILLER
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“
MARCH 21, 2024

Canada to put a cap on temporary 

residents for the first time…

MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION, MARK MILLER
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“
MARCH 21, 2024

There are currently 2.5 million 

temporary residents in Canada, which 

constitutes about 6.2% of the 

population. Minister Miller said he 

hopes to reduce this figure to 5% over 

the next three years.

MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION, MARK MILLER
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international migration 
CANADA, 1976 to 2041

non-permanent residents
immigration

emigration

natural increase

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS & rennie POPULATION MODELS
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international migration 
CANADA, 1976 to 2041

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS & rennie POPULATION MODELS
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key insights
Future immigration levels have now 

become a balance between our labour 

force requirements (economy & social 

services) and housing availability…

as a result are now becoming an 
increasingly politicized issue.

and (unfortunately)…
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“
OCTOBER 26, 2022

Canadians seem on the move from 

bigger provinces to smaller ones…

when the numbers get crunched, the 

Maritimes, BC, and the Yukon are the 

only places that show a net influx.

THE TORONTO STAR
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BRITISH COLUMBIA to Q1 2024
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net interprovincial migration 
BRITISH COLUMBIA to Q1 2024

net GAIN BC from Alberta
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“
JULY 7, 2023

The rate of growth was 2.8%, which 

is the second highest in the past 

decade, falling short of 2016’s 2.9% 

when the population grew by 5,695 

new residents.

ROB MUNRO
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components of migration 
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS

Net immigration 
1,536 immigrants  

3,611 non-perm.    

238 emigrants

17

-675 

233 
813 

4,909 

998 

2,531 

2,062 

1,344 

3,668 

491 

19
76

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

20
18

20
20

20
22

20
24

20
26

20
28

20
30

20
32

20
34

20
36

20
38

20
40

20
42

Net from other provinces

Net from other parts of BC

Natural increase (births - deaths)



Our region’s growth has most recently been 

driven by heightened levels of international and 

domestic migration. 

However, this narrative is complex in nature and 

ever-changing; driven by a wide range of factors 

from local economy to immigration policy. 

This is why we embarked on this project, and 

will continue monitor these trends closely to aid 

in our ability to anticipate growth & change.

key insight
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total population 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS
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total population 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS & rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS
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total population 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS & rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

2024-2046  
+43,000- 
119,000  

new residents

2002-2024  
+91,000- 
new residents
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 SOURCE: rennie POPULATION MODELS 
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key insight
By 2046 our population is anticipate to grow by 

between 43,000 – 119,000 new residents. The 

medium scenario estimate is 86,000 new 

residents by 2046. 
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 By 2046 the region will also change. We will 

have a lot more workers (54% more), which 

will help support the a growing economy as 

well as an aging (and retiring) population.  



total population 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, BC STATS
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distribution of population 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN 
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 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

(high scenario)



total population & housing 
CENTRAL OKANAGAN

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, BC STATS

2024-2046  
+119,000  
new residents

+53,000 
new housing units
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High (BC Stats)

Corresponding Housing Units*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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key insight
By 2046, the region will need to add upwards 

of 53,000 net new homes to accommodate its 

growing and changing population. 

This however does NOT account for any 

existing unmet demand within the region’s 

housing system. These numbers will be 

refined by each community through its 

Housing Needs Report (HNR) that is required 

to be completed by January 1, 2025.
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total population 
CITY OF KELOWNA
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 Low Migration Scenario

 High Migration Scenario

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS

29



total population 
CITY OF KELOWNA
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 High Migration Scenario

OCP (c. 2022)

+ 25,000 - 
80,000 

new residents

2002-2024  
+ 59,000 

new residents

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS
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total population & housing 
CITY OF KELOWNA

OCP (c. 2022)

+ 80,000 
new residents

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

+ 35,300 
new housing units
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Corresponding Housing (BC Stats)*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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total population 
CITY OF WEST KELOWNA
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 Low Migration Scenario

 High Migration Scenario
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+ 14,000 
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 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS
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total population & housing 
CITY OF WEST KELOWNA

+ 17,500  
new residents

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

+ 7,600 
new housing units
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Corresponding Housing (BC Stats)*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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+ 4,400 - 
9,400   

new residents
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 Low Migration Scenario

 High Migration Scenario

2002-2024  
+ 7,900 

new residents

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS
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+ 9,400   
new residents

total population & housing 
DISTRICT OF LAKE COUNTRY

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

+ 4,000 
new housing units
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Corresponding Housing (BC Stats)*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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+ 700 - 
1,700     

new residents

total population 
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 Low Migration Scenario

 High Migration Scenario

2002-2024  
+ 1,300 

new residents

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS
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+ 1,700     
new residents

total population & housing 
DISTRICT OF PEACHLAND

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

+ 900 
new housing units
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Corresponding Housing (BC Stats)*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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+ 1,000 - 
4,100    

new residents

total population 
UNINCORPORATED AREAS*

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

*Central Okan. W, Central Okan. E, Duck Lake 7

2002-2024  
+ 2,800 

new residents
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total population & housing 
UNINCORPORATED AREAS*

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

*Central Okan. W, Central Okan. E, Duck Lake 7

+ 4,100    
new residents

+ 2,000 
new housing units
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High (BC Stats)

Corresponding Housing (BC Stats)*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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total population 
WESTBANK FIRST NATION*

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS

* Tsinstikeptum 9, Tsinstikeptum 10

2002-2024  
+ 5,900 

new residents

+ 3,800 - 
7,100    

new residents
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total population & housing 
WESTBANK FIRST NATION*

 SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA , ANNUAL DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS, rennie POPULATION MODELS, BC STATS

* Tsinstikeptum 9, Tsinstikeptum 10

+ 7,100    
new residents

+ 3,200 
new housing units
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Corresponding Housing*

*to be further refined by each 
community in Housing Needs 
Reports (HNR) through 2024
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key conclusions

42

Our region is growing due to its location, 

amenity & economy. This growth will bring 

more workers that are vital to support 

economic growth and our aging population. 

It will also bring more children & young 

adults, all of whom will need housing. 

How much will depend on directions for 

immigration policy, and domestic migration 

from within BC and other parts of Canada.



T h a n k  y o u …
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