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Community 
Engagement

Public Survey (2022) 748 respondents

People with Lived and Living 

Experience Survey (2021)

223 respondents

Community Forum 10 participants

Service Provider Interviews 2 organizations

People with Lived and Living 

Experience Interviews

10 participants

Preliminary Planning and 

Implementation Sessions

11 organizations

Local Area Focus Groups 16 participants over 3 focus groups

Implementation and Planning 

Workshops

38 participants over 3 sessions

Leadership Committee Meetings 20 organizations participated in 3 

meetings during the project phases



Indigenous 
Engagement
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Ki-Low-Na Friendship 

Society

2 events

9 participants

Métis Nation BC and Métis 

Community Services

3 leadership interviews

Okanagan Indian Band 3 events

8 participants

Westbank First Nation 2 events

6 participants

Okanagan Nation Alliance 2 events 

8 participants



Key 
Engagement
Findings
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• Some people are disproportionately impacted by poverty: 

• Seniors and Elders 

• People living with a disability 

• Children

• Youth and Young adults

• More people need support with managing costs of daily 

living

• We need to reduce the stigma around accessing help

• Collective action is required at all levels



Key 
Engagement
Findings
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Barriers Identified:

• Poverty is coloured by the ongoing impacts of 

colonialism, capacity challenges, and entrenched 

racism and stigma

• Access, affordability, and availability of childcare

• Transportation

• High cost of housing
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Roles and 
Responsibilities
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Key Values
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Priorities for 
Intervention
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Priorities for 
Intervention
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Next Steps –
Begin 
Implementation
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Next Steps –
Begin 
Implementation
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THAT the Regional Board receives the Central Okanagan
Poverty and Awareness Strategy report from the Director of
Community Services, dated May 30, 2022, for information.
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